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syndicates for Upper and Lower Silesia, working from Kattowitz
and Waldenburg respectively, and the chief Saxon collieries are
similarly combined. In addition there are eleven syndicates of
various kinds in the lignite or brown coal industry, the principal
being those for the Rhenish-Westphalian, Lusatian, Saxon, and
Magdeburg mining fields.
The productive syndicates in the coal-mining industry are
supplemented by sale syndicates, working under the control of or
in close connection with the main combinations, in such a way
that the latter determine the entire conditions of the retail trade-
The arrangements enforced by the Khemsh-Westphalian Coal
Syndicate upon the retailers are so stringent that the latter have
practically become mere agents subject to the will of a dictatorial
principal.
In the iron and steel industries the syndicates regulate the
output from the primary processes to the marketing of the half-
finished article. The principal syndicate in the ore-mining
industry is the Association for the Sale of Siegerland Ironstone.
The production of pig-iron is completely syndicated in all the
important districts, and the unions work in close communica-
tion. Of the five great syndicates the most powerful are the
Pig Iron Syndicate of Diisseldorf, to which spme twenty smelt-
ing works belong, and the Siegerland Syndicate, comprising in
1903 sixteen works, while the Upper Silesian works and the
Lorraine and Luxemburg works are separately combined. The
largest combination in the steel industry is the Steel Works
Union (Stahlwerksverband), commonly known as the Steel
Syndicate, which virtually controls the production, sale, and
price of all half-manufactured goods produced in Bhineland and
Westphalia. In this combination 31 undertakings are united,
while within the syndicate there are special agreements relating
to various products.
In the half-manufactured steel industry there are between
thirty and forty syndicates of all kinds, most of them being sale
syndicates, though some regulate prices, and a few regulate
production. The chief are those in the plate and plate goods,
wire and wire goods, and pipe industries. There are also two
associations of iron foundries, one established at Cologne and
the other comprising a number of works in East Prussia and
Saxony.
13